Post-viral immunodeficiencies in man.
Secondary immunodeficiencies (as defined) of T-cells, B-cells, and phagocytes can be caused by viral infections, and have already been demonstrated for over 20 viruses affecting man. The severity and duration can vary with genetic constitution and age at infection, and post-viral atopy or deregulation permitting triggering of autoimmune diseases are now well-recognised. Various mechanisms are briefly discussed together with some potential treatments, and there is still much to be studied and learned.